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Written submission from Julie Robertson: Assistant Manager, Sustainable 
Glasgow. Glasgow City Council 

With respect to Climate Change Adaptation in Glasgow, I would offer the following 
summary: 

The SCCAP report is welcomed by Glasgow due to the positive emphasis this places 
on the adaptation agenda. Glasgow City Council is actively pursuing progress in 
Climate Change Adaptation, with solid action progressing under the EU Mayors 
Adapt Initiative (of which Glasgow became a signatory city in August 2014). This 
includes city wide action to embed the principles of adaptation across city strategies, 
and also includes working towards recognising adaptation as a risk to city operations 
now and ever more increasingly in the future.  

Glasgow is also actively pursuing progress in adaptation at a regional scale as part 
of the Climate Ready Clyde project. Looking across Glasgow and the Clyde valley 
region, this project came to being as stakeholders began to reflect on the futility of 
adaptation in isolation. Stakeholders identified a need to work more closely and in 
innovative ways to ensure we are prepared for predicted impacts of climate change. 
Sharing resources in this way allow benefits to the many rather than the few.  

Through its Resilience Strategy, Glasgow has embedded adaptation into the critical 
pillar “Unlocking place based solutions” which aims to creatively seek solutions to 
urban problems.  At the heart of this pillar is the need to prepare and become 
resilient towards future risks that the city may face, this undeniably includes future 
climate change impacts.  

Specific comments in relation to the Scottish Climate Change Adaptation 
Programme include: 

1. The need for a more detailed evidence base/ data at a local scale 

There is interest and a will from a range of local partners to act on adaptation; 
however, we often lack specific data and relevant local/ reliable evidence to fully 
inform our approach. In particular a local 'economic appraisal' of adaptation options 
would be helpful to fully secure the buy in of some local partners and allow them to 
feed this back to their respective organisations.  

2. The need for a more detailed evidence base/ data at a regional scale 

In the same vein as above there is interest and a will from our regional partners to 
act on adaptation; however, we often lack specific data and relevant regional / 
reliable evidence to fully inform our approach. In particular a regional 'economic 
appraisal' of adaptation options would be needed to fully secure the buy in and 
resources of some regional partners and allow them to feed this back to their 
respective organisations. This is especially relevant at a regional scale as the 
immediate impacts are less obvious than at local level.  

3. The impact of mandatory SCCAP/ SCCD reporting 

It is felt that making the SCCAP statutory and the Scottish Climate Change 
Declaration a mandatory reporting scheme has had a positive effect in gathering 
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momentum and interest of relevant stakeholders in adaptation. As these changes 
have raised awareness, they have also raised the profile of adaptation allowing a 
stronger case for resources to be directed towards the adaptation agenda. 

4. Measurement of progress 

It is noted that it can be difficult to quantify progress in some policies and proposals. 
This can impact upon the level of buy in of some stakeholders, particularly those who 
are taking early steps into the adaptation agenda.  

 
 
 

 


